Patient refusal of treatment in obstetrics.
During the later half of the previous century, Clinical Ethics evolved from the iconoclastic and murky realm of philosophical dissertation into a practical and useful discipline to be applied to clinical dilemmas occurring in everyday practice. We have explored a brief exposition of prevailing ethical theories that are most commonly recognized. These include Consequentialism and Principlism, and we have applied them to actual cases as they might occur in clinical practice. It is our hope that this will help us all to facilitate decisions with which we will be comfortable and which will be compatible with the beliefs and values of our patients.